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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the 
issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Donald J. 
MacDonald on March 22, 2005. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include language describing the authentication of documents in a 
database using indexed information including seed values which correspond to each of the 
. documents stored in the database. Amended claim 1 is as follows: 

Claim 1 . An apparatus for providing access to a plurality of authenticated electronic documents 
over a network comprising: 
a server computer; 

a user interface connected to said server via a first network interface for providing user 
access to said server; 

a computer network connected to said server via a second network interface, said 
electronic documents being accessible through said computer network; 

a database connected to said server computer via a third network interface, said database 
storing indexed information for authenticating the content of each of said plurality of electronic 
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documents, the indexed information including seed values corresponding to each of said 
electronic documents; 

said first network interface, said second network interface and said third network 
interface being disjunct respective to each other such that said user interface, said computer 
network and said database are not in communication therebetween; 

a verification server comprising first and second network interfaces for connecting said 
computer network and said database thereto, said first and second network interfaces being 
disjunct such that said database is not accessible through said computer network, said 
verification server for iteratively traversing said database and retrieving said indexed information 
corresponding to a next one of said electronic documents, retrieving said electronic document via 
said computer network, checking the authenticity of the content of said electronic document 
using said corresponding seed values and updating the database with a status of the authenticity 
of said electronic document; 

said server computer configured so that upon receipt of a user request for a document, 
said server queries said database as to whether said requested document is indexed therein and 
returns a denial if said requested document is not indexed in said database, otherwise said server 
retrieves said requested document via said computer network, confirms the authenticity thereof 
using said seed values corresponding to the requested document and returns the contents of the 
requested document to the user if the requested document is determined to be authentic; 

wherein said apparatus provides a user access to a plurality of authenticated electronic 
documents available through said computer network and prevents the user from directly 
accessing said computer network. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-18 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In applicant's claimed 
invention, documents are authenticated due to the indexing of documents based on a seed value 
calculated from the content of each document, which is novel, unobvious and useful. Claim 15, 
and its depending claims 16-19 disclosed this aspect of applicant's invention. As mentioned in 
the Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary, this aspect of novelty, usefulness and unobviousness 
was communicated to applicant's lawyer and an amendment of independent claim 1 was 
recommended in order to make the claim and its dependent claims 2-14 allowable. Applicant 
complied and applicant's lawyer faxed examiner an amended copy of claim 1 that meets the 
statutory requirements for patentability. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramya Ananthanarayanan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5860. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 -5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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